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WILH2LM VON LIST 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIIT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
ORF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION APF- 
POINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 March 1946. 


4 July 1946 


COMMISSIONERS: 


MR. GEORGE K. TAYLOR, 


THE GENERAL STAFF 
(The Commission convened at 1530 hours) 
DR. VILHELM LIST, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
BY MR. TAYLOR: 
Q Will the witness rise and repeat his name? 
A Wilhelm von List, 
Q Will y% raise yourright/ ham and be sworn, please,as follows: 
I swear to God,the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath) 
MR TAYLOR: Proceed with the examination of the witness. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 7 
Q When were you born? 
A on 14 May ati’ 
Q What was the last rank that you held? 
A Field Marshal General, 
What important offices cid you hold within the German Wehrmacht? 


From 1930 to 1933 Iwas commandant of the infantry school in Dresden. 
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From 1933 to 1938 Iwas division commander of the 4th Division, and later 
commanding general of the Ath Company Division in Dresden. In the Spring 
of 1938 I was for a short time commander in chief of Army Group Kassel. 

On the lst April 1938 I became commander inchief of Army Group 5 in Vienna. 
In the war I commanded an Army each in Poland,France and Greece, In 

1941 I became ill am later held only a two months front commandership 
from July to September 1942. In 1942 I retired and was nt employed since. 

Q Witness, were the persons named in the alleged group of general 
staf fand OKW organized or united as a group? 

A No, These persons were not organized as a group, or united as 
such,and there was not even any private pohitical union of these people. 
Each person was called to serve in his position as an individual,and was 
given his orders. There was no political, or any parilanentary participa- 


tion in anything, t hat was impossible, The people were appointed to their 


posts solely on the basis of character and ability,and personality., These 


people did not even have any definite binding of one to the other. They 


were in no way organized,and there was not even any official exchange of 
opinions. 

Q Inthe Spring of 1938,that is, during the time of the annexation 
of Austria ,amt you were Comnander in Chief Kassel, is that correct? 

A Yes, 

Q Whe did you learn of the intention of entering Austria? 

A I learned of the intention of entry on that morning,and of the entry 
itself through the radio. I was all the more surprised because I as 


Commander in Chief,Army Group 2 Kassel, was responsible for securing the 
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western front. Thisis particularly a typical example of how little 
Hitler informed his generals of his intentions,and how secret his actions 
were kept; they had to play a long important part in these actions». 

Q You also participated in the occupation of Czechoslovakia. 
didn't you? 

A Yese I occupied southern Moravia. 

Q And when did you hear of the intention of this occupation? 

A A short time before the ocmpation. 

Q And how long beforehand? 

A I could not say that with certainty any moree Perhaps one or two 
days beforehand. 

Q Did you command an army in the French campaign? 

A Yes. When Iarrived at the Western front I learned from the com- 
mander in chief of the army group, von Bock, that he had just now received 
an order for a plan of attack. Bock was strictly opposed to any settling 
of dispute by war. In the course of the next few weeks I then reported 
on this,and conveyed my impression with the consent of my chief when 
I consented,and the commander in chief of the army was of our opinion. 
Hitler gave us our answer to our opinions in the Reich Chancellory in 


November 1939 by accusing us and the other generals of being timid. 


Q When were you informed about the intentions concerning Ndray? 


A I was not informed about the intentions. I only learned of the 
fact as such be means of the public news service. 
Q In 1941 you commanded the armies in Greece,and in the south of 


JugosLlovakia ? 
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A Yes. 
Q Who gave you y-ur orders? 
A I received my orders fromthe commander in chief of the army a short 
time before Christmas 1940; the order that I should collect a group 
in Rumania, or a troop group in Rumnia. The concentration at that time 


had already started, so that I had not heard concerning the plan as such 


previously. It was then intended to remove this troop later on, and 


to Bulgaria, this might become necessary because information had been 
received concerning the intentions of concentration of British troops in 
Greece, and, that information had been received concerning the intended 
landing of a stronger force on Saloniki. Hitler himself wanted to avoid 
an armed conflict with Greeœif possible. After the Intelligence received 
information concerning the intention of the concentrations in Bulgaria, 
and also the actual concentrations of troops in Crete and Greece had 
become even more strong, Hitler gave the order to occupy Greece. There 
was the opinion that I lad the opinion, which I had, wae that this concerned 
an active defensive operation against a danger that threatened from the 
British. This threat of danger consisted first in the threat to the 
Italian front as such, a threat to the middle field in Rumania, and a 
threat to the supply lines in Bulgaria and the Balkans, am in order 
to anticipate this danger,the invasion was ordered. 

Q You also cmmanded against Jugoslovakia, is that correct? 

A Yes, the southern area of Jugoslovakia, and southern Macedonia. 

Q Were you heard on this point before the decision was taken? 

A No. Iwas not heard on this point beforehand. On the contrary I 


was surprised when the order came through to invade. That was after 
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the overflow of the Jugoslovakia , that was directed against it up to this 
time ,the concentration, bad always been directed towards the south of 
Jugoslovakia,and had not been allwed after it became an excess, or overflow, and 
that the troops be allowed to pass through their country in sealed train 
cars,ami this order then came very suddenly, and then tiat every plan had 

to be completely and suddenly changed. about fifteen Jugoslovakia Divisions 
were reported to me to have concentrated to which I could only oppose very 
inferior troops. Therefore, I must say that an invasion of Jugoslovakia, 

as well as that of Greece, was distinguished by being a military active 
defensive action,and not an aggressive action as setforth in the indict- 
ment. It was purely a defensive action against a military threat. 

Q The prosecution maintains that the war inJugoslovakia and Greece 
was waged as a rerciless war. Did you receive any orders to this effect, 
or receive any order yourself to this effect? 

A No. No, I did not receive such orders,and I also did not issue 
such orders, It would have been a complete contradiction to my christian 
and to my ethical attitude to ask the troops to carry on such warfare. 

The sincere sympathies that I held towards the Greek peor le would also 
have meant ancther reason against this method. The facts as such contra- 
dict the accusation. If I my say so in a few words,the war in southern 
Macedonia was decided wi thin a few days. eaten os on both sides were 
low. ‘The individual Jugoslovakia troops did not refuse to participate in 
the fight atall. These troops were Croatian tribes who sympathized with 
Germany. The relationship with the population was on a whole made 


up of Macedonians, and also was of Thacian,and was on the whole natural. 
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Three days after the beginning of hostilities Saloniki was taken without 
any fighting. Imnediate’afterwards the British Army capitulated, The 
commander inchief of this army was made after a few days governor of 
Thracia and Macedonia. On 20 April the Imperial Army capitulated in 
invited 
Greece with about 250,000 men. I mmkictiomt the commander in chief to 
my quarters for breakfast without having the Italian delegation present 
in order not to hurt his feelings as a military man,for he had been at the 
request of Hitler and was immediately asked to sigh a capitulation for 
a second time. The > risoners of war of the operation as of the Imperi 
Army were dismissed at my request immediately after the Armistice. The 
officers were allowed to take their arms along, and all of this took placè 
at the time when we were still fighting with the British in Greece. In 
order not to have the operations . make Italian prisoners of war, 
I drew up a security line here, At the conclusion of the Armistice 
I issued an order of the day to my troops, and in this order expressed 
my respect for the courage of the Greek troops, and also of the Metaxas 
line,and recomended my soldiers publicly to behave in a similar way. 
Many prisoners of war that had been released were taken along by our 
soldiers to their native villages and towns in military transport cars 
and trucks. On 27 April Athens was entered without any fighting, and no 
destruction had taken place within the city. 
Q Did any destruction occur when Saloniki was taken? 
A No, in no way. 
And then there would be in a short while a war against Greece? 


Yes. 


Did you issue any orders whatsoever concerning the treatment of the l; 
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Greek pppulation in Greece? 

A I repeatedly told my troops and comnanders to treat the Greek 
population as carefully as possible, and to preserve the Greek popu- 
lation from suffering the cruelties of war. All of us were pervaded by 
the thought of trying to reach a peaceful agreement with the Greek 
population. 

Q Can yw give a few examples concerning the relationship of the 
troops to Greece. 

DR. KEMPNER: Do we need ali of these details. 

DR. LATERNSER: I believe this question is important relative 
to the case where troops have been accused of waging ruthless war, and 
that is hown in the indictment. 

DR. KEŅPNER: If the witmess can prove these allegations 
which are written is one thing,but whether he knows of these things which 
he says refers to the confines of the indictment is another thing. 

That there were instances in which the troops were nice to the population 
I do not see any relevancy there. 

DR. LATERNSER: I shall refer here now to special cases mentioned 
by the indictment and the prosecution. 

MR TAYLOR: The Commission is of the opinion that the witness 
in confining it to the whole ge’ the commander,and in a country in which it 
would be a certsin defense - a proper defense; out of the organization as 
as a whole it was a general affair,and I think you should proceed on that 
point. 


THE WITNESS: While I was in command until October 1941, this 


relationship between the population and the troops was a good one, I f 
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can even say that at that time a friendly and amicable relationship 
existed, While I vas T o Iwas commander, no serious di fficul- 
ties arose anywhere. I should like tosay that I myself road through 
the whole of Greece in an open car without ever being molested, E 
went on long walks alone,and the individual persons as well as communi 
ties showed and expressed their very friemly attitude towards me. 

It happened occasionally that in all the countries that I had visited, 
every place where troop inspection, these people in their turn invited 
me,and asked me to have a glass of wine with them, or asked me to have 
a fish dinner with them, etc. 

Q The document submitted by the prosecution, USR 358/369, a memoran- 
dum issued by a Greek exile, expressed excesses by German t roops, or of 
having carried on lootings,and different things in their entry, and hav= 
ing them carried out through political activities. What can you say about 
this? 

A I cmsider it myself that no looting took place to a great extent 
at the entry of troops. The memorandum issued b y the Greek exile government 
said in itself that it refers to a few weeks that the Germans had come there were 
as liberators,and that their entry had been in friendly relationship with 
the population. The speed of the entry on the one hand contradicts 
any lootings. The great heat wave, the poor condition of the roads, and 
the lack of transportation facilities made this impossible. The sol- 
diers could only take along what he needed for battle. Individual cases 
may have happened, of course, as they occur with any army, and in any 


theatre of war. Whenever I learned of any such things, I took severe 


action against the offender. I don't remember any details, of course, but C7 
Y 
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I do remember that I had to pass on them in one or the other martial 
courts of judgnent. However, I remember one example concerning the 
Polish campaign to prove how a civiliang in these incidents were punished. 
Two soldiers who had carried out looting,and who had tried to rape two 
Jewish women were sentenced to death. The discipline in my army was main- 
tained along the same severe lines at all theatres of war. 

’ governnent 

Q The Greek memorandum of the exile gase states further that the 
German occupation caused starvation, and that the German troops placed this 
fact of starvation to their services. Can you state anything about this? 

A While I was there, the lack of food became obvious in about Septem 
ber. Lack of this food had not been caused by the Germah troops,but as 
the Greek exilai government itself admits thigfact is due to stocks being 
very small,and the necessity that even at the most advantagedus times 
Greek continue as an import country. The memorandum further admits 
that the German troops had knowledge of the condition that had already 
existed. The lack of transporation facilities caused in general the 
lack of food. Great Britain had blown the large railway viaduct into 


the air when they retreated- From Thermopylae, therefore, connec- 


tions with Athens were interrupted for several months. Shipping from 


Saloniki to Athens was greatly threatened by British submarines, At 
one time every second or third ship, and numerous supply ships among 
these were torpedoed. This also forced us to lower the troop supplies 
for the time being,but in spite of this we helped the Greek population 
with the distribution of food am bread, and that applies not only to 
our territory, but also to the area administered by the Italians, and 


in order to prevent any later calamities I made several applications 
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through official chamnels for later supply of food. The same thing was 
done by the plenopotentiary of the Reich through his official channels. 
We really had no reason to cause any starvation, and I do not know to 
what purpose we should have upheld orders that such a starvation 

take place. For humane and practical reasons we wanted to avoid any such 
evolvements - or famine,for any famine creates or spreads seeds of dis- 
quiet. 

Q Would you say then that the German authorities in Greece did every- 
thing possible to do away with the lack of food crisis? 

A What I was able to do there in that quarter was done. I did not 
experience the famine as such because at the beginning of October I was 
sent to the military hospital. 

Q I should like yw to testify brie fly on the following points: 
first, your attitude towards National Socialism; secondly, your attitude 
towards the method of the Party,and thirdly, especially if you protested 
to the excesses that o¢curred in November 1938? 

A My attitude in 1933 towards Hitler ami the National Socialism was 
one of opposition or rejection. By reason of my upbrining and my 
training Iwas an unpolitical mn. I considered this attitude to be 
essentially for the Reich sphere, this attitude of being unpolitical in 
order to secure the unity of the Reich. I perhaps may be allowed to ex- 
plain by giving two short examples. In 1923 Iwas commandant of the 
Mountaineer Battalion in Kaempen+ I was ordered to proceed to Kaempen 
with my battalion in order to put down the Hitler Putsch. The batta- 


lion obeyed. Although Hitler had on his side distinguished and resvected 


personalities, however,such as Ludendorf, and, tens of thousands of Germans D 
. j 


sympa thized with Hitler at that time, from the simplest German leader to 
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the highest German official they expected that Hitler as a Party would 
improve the unfortunate conditions prevailing at that time. And the 
second example inl923 when Iwas appointed commander of the infantry 
school in Dresden for a short time after the Ulmer trial. The Minister of 
the Reich Defense, a democrat, at that time told me that the education 
and training was to be PRO OD ood A He wanted to prevent 
any spread of National Socialism into the Reich sphere,and thus caus- 
ing its destruction. 

Q I am interested originally in the following: When did you hear 
of excesses that were taken against the Jews when you were Commander in 
Chief of Army Group 5 in Vienna? 

A I heard of it the next day by reading the newspaper,and I pre- 
viously had either been on a trip, or had been out on the drilling 
grounds ,but I came home that night. 

Q Wht did you do upon hearing of this? 

A I went to my office,andthen send an officer to the Gauleiter, 
and protested severely against such incidents,and asked him to see to it 
that such incidents should not recur. If I remember correctly I also 
protested to the Police President at the same time, and, I also 
protested esepcially against employing for such incidents young people 5 
that by these methods poisoning their minds. Great interest I had con- 
cerning the Vienna incident. A short time later I received quite a large 
number of reque sts and prakexkx petitions from Jews. Again and again they 
asked me for help on the question of increasing illness and so on, and I 


was always helping sofar as I was able to,and I can say from these letters 


I was sure that they considered me a human and legal thinking person, and 


| 
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that is why they applied to m. 

Q In Septerber 1942 you then retired when you were Comuander in Chief 
of Army Group A, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q What were your reasons for doing so? 

A That was a difference of opinion concerning military matters with 
Hitler. Hitler had ordered an attack by two Mountaineer Divisions per- 
sonally- This attack could have been carried out but would finally had 
led to an annihilation of these tw divisions. Therefore, I expressly 


contradicted it,and he refused my request for a personal interview. I 


then gatia up mm Jodl,and asked him to come to mm. Jodl came up on an 


airplane, am was also of my opinion, am reported to Hitler on the same 


afternoon, Hitler was so enraged about this resistance that he accused 
his generals of conspiracy with the front generals against his person. 
After that time he no longer attended the meals that we had taken in 
common,and after that time he did not shake his generals' hands any 
longere He didnot say a single word to Jodl for several months except 
sofar as official matters were concerned. This showed that Hitler could 
not bear any contradiction to his orders, and that if he had to give in as 
he did in this case he considered this a personal insult in the opposing 
of his vain glory of his person, 

Q Now just one short question. Where did you live after your re- 
tirement ? 

A In the town am Partenkirchen. 

Q Have you any estate there? 


A No. TI have anly a family house there. We bought the property in 1935, 


it 
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and built a house with the inheritance and fortune of my wife. 


Q Did you receive any donations? 
A No. 
DR. LATERNSER: I have no further questions to ask „although 
there should have been some I should have liked to ask,but I did not co so 
on account of the shortening of tine. 


WR TAYLOR: Very well. 


EXAMINATION 
BY DR. KEMPNER: 
Q Were you bom in Partenkirchen’ 

WR TAYLOR: Doctor, insofar as the affidavit you want to pro- 
duce to support your examination, you can submit it to the Commission on 
the 8th of July, if yw care to. 

BY DR. KEMPNER: 
Q Were you born in Partenkirchen? 
A Yes. 
Q Was your father adoctor? 
Yes, 
And youare a doctor? 
Yes. At first a country physician, and later on practiced in Munich. 
You were brought up in Munich? 
Yes, in Munich. 


Your education was rather strict sofar as religious ethics are con- 
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Vienna for example? 
A Iwas horrified. 
Q It was terrible, wasn't it? 
A I did not see anything,but what I heard was, yes. Although I believe > 
that in Vienna it was not quite so bad as elsewhere. 
Q As for example where? 
A I don't know. 
Q You did not know that similar things had occurred previously in 
Berlin and Dresden? 
A I don't remember. 
Q I might say these incidents were not fnew as such? 
A It care quite surprising. 
I mean similar things had occurred previously? 
I had not heard of any such incident in the matter. 
How about the smaller incidents? 
Sofar as I remember, yes. 
And it became really worse,didn't it, is that correct? 
According to this, yes. 


And then later it became still worse with Himmler, and so on, 


Yes, what I learned later confirms your question . 
You were one of the generals who opposed openly, weren't you? 
A Iwatcheddevelopments of these actions of the National Socialism 
and National Socialistic methods for a time without even understanding. 
I had been brought up with clear, clean honorable thinking, and I really 


did not know of any of these methods. I realized what they were onlyduring 


T 
my imprisonment. Particularly during the years of 1933 to 1938 while | 4 
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I was cowander of the 4th Division in Dresden, I carried on together with 
we 
my chief of staff later, Gereral Gauleiter Bohrmann, and (were pressing badly 


against all of these things. 

Q You knew that Gaukeiter Borhmann was in common words a criminal? 

A I did not realize that quite so clearly at that time. 

Q But you knew of what sort of character was his mind,js that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q ‘Then otherwise you would not as a decent person have fought against 
him, is that correct? 

A Yes, I mst admit that. 

Q You can speak quite frankly here. You are not a defendant,but you 
are a Withess. But will you tell m just how was it possible for you as 
an old officer to go along with Hitler for such things,then- I would 
like that information, the information sofar as a human point of view is 
conc erned. 

A If I answer your question, I must say that one has to look at it 
from an entirely different point of view from that which one has of mat- 
ters now,and, if one had had the possibility of a survey,such as one has 
now, matters would have been mich simplier. Moreover, Hitler had come 
to power quite legally through Hindenberg,and we were moreover bound by 
our oath of allegiance,and one mst remember that ninety percent of the 
population had expressed by their vote for Hitler,and that we believed 
that as he was born so and so, he carried along all the will of the na- 
tion,and we should respect this will, and even that it really at that 


time did not enter our minds that one should just leave ones post. That 





COMM A 
4—16 
Gallagh er 
4 J ly 
von List 


NN 


was not a thing todo. We believed that we served Hitler, a National 
Socialism , as cur country am our nation as we have always done. 

Q That was a very big mistake, wasn't it? Now speak in retro- 
spect. 

A Yes, at that time we did not see things as we see these things 
now,and we always believe that some diy the system that was built up 
on a moral and clean and competent civil service basis,and a military 
basis would at sometime prevail. 

Q Everything has to be quite short, otherwise we won't finish. 

A Yes. 

Q You remember that you negotiated with the Bulgarians, :nd the 
generals at one time in case any action has to be taken against Greece, 
Were these defensive preparations? 

A No, that was only a scope of the order I had received and was 
superior orders to concentrate forces for Bulgaria and Rumania. 

Everything had to be camoufalged at that time, didn't it? 
Yes, 

You participated in these negotiations,didn't you? 

Yes, 

And Hitler,too? 

No, Hitler not. 

Field Marshal Goering? 
No, it mst be quite a different discussion. 

You were afterwards informed? 

No, not of this meeting. 


How was your cooperation with the SD? 
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A I did not cooperate with the SD at all. 

Q Are you cuite sure? 

A I don't remember, 

Q I have a letter written here to Bohrmann., 

A That is quite impossible. 

© Not written by you. Mention is made in this letter of that fact that 
you cooperated with the SD down in Saloniki ? 

A I would say I have tried within the last few weeks again and again 
to think congerning the SD,and incidents,but I am not successful, The 
SD and what it applied really only was realized her= during my imprison- 
ment,as I am under oath,I would say that without any further ado, 

Q Is it possible that any of your people in Saloniki worked with 
the SD, or one of the officers of your staff? 

A Not that I know of. 

Q But you took over the responsibility for everything that occurred 
there, didn't you? 

A Of course,but I can not take over the responsibility of things of 
which I never heard anythinge No report made to me of anything that 
especially happened there. 

Several art treasures were removed and such things. 

A Not that I know of. 

Q Didn't you assume the responsibility for things that occurred in 
kekxx your sector generally, or are you letting the simple man down here. 


A No, I am not letting him dom. A possibility existed that so many 


people were employed here without the knowledge of the operational com 


mander in chief,but it is quite possible there are things that were 
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outside the scope: of my knowledge. 

Q I even heard that no one wants to have to dominate things. 

A I do not want to excuse myself, or to bring up any other excuses, 
but I never heard anything of removal of treasures, not even the Greek 
Government with which I associated very often, and the Governor never 
mentioned such a thing to me. 

Q What is your attitude concerning the burning down of whole vil- 
lages, amd the extermination of civilian population, or of the male 
population of from sixteen to sixty. 

A I am opposed to this under all circumstances, This was not ordered 
by me,and I con't believe occurred during the time I was there. 

Q The date is October 1941. 

A I was already down with acute appendicitis within the first few 
days of October 1941. This incident occurred tiree weeks after I was 
operated on,and Iwas no longer in command at that time. 

Q Were you still active at that time? 

A I was in the military hospital. 

Q During what time and what date were you in the hospital? 

A From the 6th or 8th of October to the 2nd of December. 

Who was your deputy at that time? 


General Kunze. 


A 
Q And after your appendicitis operation you assumed your post again? 
A 


No, as I remember such, I went to the hospital on 6th or 8th of 
October,and after Twas dismissed from the hospital Ireturned home im- 
mediately afterwards,and did not do any duty until the 7th of July 1942. 
Q But youlearned later,didn't you, without my wanting to accuse g 
(j 


you here of anything, of this burning down of the Greek villages 
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that took place? 

A No, I did not learn of it. We hear of these burning down of 
villages in the prisoner's camp at Allendorf. 

Q The following villages were bumed dom. All of this took place at 
th e end of October,amd was the change such a big one, after you had left 
and were operated on for appendicitis. 

A It mst have been changed when I left, because I testified pre- 
viously that during my time the relationship was not purely a peaceful 
one. 

Q Was General Kunze so particthrly hard in this respect, so dif fer- 
ent from you? 

A I don't believe so». I don't know him as being such a particular 
tard hearted man. The cause must have led to the conditions. Maybe 
orders issued from superior quarters. 

Q Would you ever had carried out any such actions against the male 
population where 67 people were shot,and women and children were evacuated? 

A I would not have ordered them on any occasion,and would not have 
wexexkesst approved of it. 


Q You would rather have retired then have a hand in such affair? 


A I can not say today what I would have done in this specific case, 


but I would have tried to avoid that any such incidents œ curred. I 
never would have led myself to be used to approve of any such action. 
Q You would have rejected criminal orders? 
A In every case. 
You are a member of the General Staff, are you. 
Yes, an old member of the General Staff. 


And were raised in the traditions of Schlieffen and 
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A Yes, 

Q So a person ofthat kind opposes such order, and shoulders his 
manly pride as a king? 

A Yes, 

Q And he who excuses criminal orders is no better than one who 
uses them, is that correct? 

A It is very difficult to judge that ina general way now, and 
one will have to consider the condition that prevailed. I in person would 
not have carried out any criminal orders. Of course, I was never ina 
position to have it so, but I would have rejected it in any case. 

& When did you retire definitely? 

A On 10 September 1942. 

Q Is it correct if I say that it was not only appendicitis operation 
that induced you to doso? 

A Yes, I just want to say, if anything, from 1941 to 1942 I was at 
home because of ill health,and I left in 1942 because of a very severe 
difference of opinion with Hitler, 

Q I want to come to this point nav. Was it one of your difference 
of opinion tiat caused you to retire; this difference of opinion that 
cirst came out in that talk during a conversation, in which you told friends 
that you were sick of the whole affair? 

A I was very glad that I to leave; the cause was this difference of 
opinion, 

Q- That was the immediate cause? 


A- Not only the immediate cause, it was the particular cause, The other, 


of course, had played a hand, 


a 
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'Q And what were the reasons that played a hand? Will you tell us 
quite openly here now? 

A Yes, I can not say anything different except what I already said, 
the difference of where we were of a difference of opinion in a military 
nature, in a subconscious way. 

Q Yes,that is wat I know of. 

A Of subconsciously, where the part played may have been played 
especially by the contradiction that became more anc more imminent con- 
cerning the methods that were used. 

Q Your decent conscience told you gradually amd subconsciously that 
you were here dealing with criminals,is that true? 

A I may have arranged my thoughts at that time in a form that I 
considered them criminals, because I did not realize the mass of happen- 
ings that I knew of today. I was relatively in seclusion, and people did 
not tell me much of outside events and affairs. 

Q If you don't want to say criminal, let's say it was something 
rotten in the "State of Denmark" and maybe that occurred in it. 

A There were many things that should have been and could have been 
handled differently. 

DR KEMPNER: That is all. 
MR TAYLOR: Do you have some questions. 
DR. LATERNSER: Yes. 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Q You should look at the document submitted to the witness,and I should 


like to ask two very brief questions. You wre questioned by the m osecu- 


tor, Dr. Kempner, concerning the question of responsbility. One thing to a | 





cit a MM 


he 025 
Gallaghe 
4 July 
von List 
be quite clear on, do you want to say that you assumed responsibility 
for those things that were carried out at your orders? 

A Naturally. 

Q Do you also want to assume the responsibility for those things car- 
ried out contrary to your orders? 

A No,for I would have to impose the legal or penal measures, 

Q Now one qiestion concerning your retirement. When you retired in 
1942,did you do so at your application? 


A No, no, I did not upon application . Hitler was so enraged about my 


resistance,that General Keitel came to m@by airplane ,and informed me of 


this, amd suggested urgently that I lay down my command im over my army 
group, whereupon Ianswered,"¥es, everything has been prepared today,at 
noon I shall lay down my owm command. " 
Q Then you did not retire against th will of Hitler? 
A No. 
DR. LATERNSER: No further questions., 
MR. TAYLOR: The witness is excused,amd adjournment until 
ten o'clock in the moming. 
(The Commission adjourned until 5 July 1942 at 1000 hours) 
The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


Dr. WILHELM von LIST, taken on 4 July 1946. 


CERTIFIED TO: 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIP TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZ.T1 ‘ONS, TA KEN BEFORE à COMMISSION . 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL NILIT, \RY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TOPRACRAPA h OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
DATED 13 MARH 19h656 

l July 1946 


COIMISSIONER 


THE GENERAL STUFF 
(The Commission convened at 1530 hours) 
DRe WILHELM LIST, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows 
TAYLOR: 
Q Will the witness wise anc repeat his name? 
A Wilhelm von Liste 
Q Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please, as follows: I 
swear to God, the Almichty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth and 
will withhold and add nothinse 
(The witness repeated the oath) 
MRe TAYLOR: Proceed with the examination of the witness, 
BY DR. LiTERNSER s 
Q When were you born? 
A On 1) May 1880. 
Q What was the last rank that you held? 
Field Marshal Gencral. 
What important offices l an Yiehrmacht? 
Fron 1930 to 1933 I was commandant of the infantry schoolin Dresden, 
From 1933 to 1938 I was division cormander of the Lth Division, and later comandin; 
gencral of the lth Company Division in Dresden. In the Spring of 1938 I was fora 
short time commander in chief of Army Group Kassel. On the lst April 1938 I 
becare commander in chief of Army Group 5 in Viennae In the war I commanded an 
Army each in Poland, France and Grecces In 191 I became ill and later held only 
a two months front commandership from July to September 1942, In 192 I retired 
and was not employed sincce 
Q Witness, were the persons named in the alleged group of gencral staff 
anc OK organized or united as a croup? 


44 Noe These persons were not organized as a group, or united as such, 
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anc. there was not even any private political union of these people, Each person 
was called to serve in his position as an individual, and was given his orderse 
There was no political, or my parliamentary participation in anything, that 
was impossiblee The people werevappointed to their posts solely on the basis of 
character and ability, and personality. These peonle dic not even have any 
definite binding of one to the other. They were in no way organized, and there 
was not even any official exchanse of opinions. 

Q In the spring of 1938, that is, during the tine of the mnexation 
of Austria, you were Commander in Chief Kassel, is that correct? 

i A Yese 

Q When did you learn of the intention of entering Austria? 

à I learned of the intention of entry on that morning, and of the 
entry itself through the radioe I was all the more surprised because I as 
Commander in Chief, Army Group 2 Kassel, was reponsible for securing the western 
fronte This is particularly a typical example of how little Hitler informed 
his generals of his intentions, and how secret his actions were kept; they had 
to play a long important part in these actions, 

Q You also participated in the occupation of Czechoslovakia, didn't you? 

À Yese I occupied southern Moraviae 

Q And when did you hear of the intention of this occupation? 

A A short time before the occupatione 

Q And how long beforehand? 

4 I could not say that with certainty any moree Perhaps one or two 
days beforcehande 


Q Did you command an army in the French campaicn? 
1 t 


iL Yese When I arrived at the Western front I learned from the commander 


in chief of the army group, von Bock, that he had just now received an order for 
a plan of attacke Bock was strictly opposed to my settling of dispute »y ware 
In the course of the next few weeks I then reported on this, and conveyed my 
impression with the consent of my chief when I consented, a the commander in 
chief of the army was of our opinions Hitler gave us our answer to our opinions 
in the Reich Chancellory in November 1939 by accusing us and tho other generals 
of being timide 

Q When were you informed about the intentions concerning Norway? 
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à I was not informed about the intentions. I mly learned of the fact 


h Joly-JHe3-0ellapher 


as such by means of the public news scrvicee 

Q In 191 you commanded the armies in Greece, and in the south of 
Yucoslavia? 

A YeSe 

Q Who gave you your orders? 

4 I received my orders from the commander in chief of the army a short 
time before Christmas 1940; the order that I should collect a group in Rumania, 
or a troop croup in Rumania. The concentration at that time hac already 
started, so that I had not heard concerning the plan as such previ. ously It 
was then intended to remove this trosp on, and to Bulgaria, this micht 
become necessary because information had been received concerning the intentions 
of concentration of British troops in Greeee, and, that information had been 
received concerning the intended landing of a stronger force on 
Hitler himself wanted to avoid an armed conflict with Greece 
Aftor the Intelligence received information concerning the intention of the 
concentrati:ns in Bulgaria, and also the actual concentrations of troops in 
Crete and Greece had become evenmore strong, Hitler gave the order to occupy 
Greece. There was the opinion that I had the opinion, which I had, that 
this concerned an active defensive operation against a dancer that threatened 
from the British. This threot of dancer consisted first in the threat to the 
Italian front as such, a threat to the middle field in Rumania, am a threat 
to the supply lines in Bulgaria and the Balkans, anc in order to anticipate 
this danger, the invasion was ordered. 

Q You also commanded against Yus Slavia, is that correct? 

A Yes, the southern area of Yugoslavia, and southern Macedoniae 

Q Were you heard on this point before the 
À Noe I was not heard on this point bef orehande On the contrary I 
was surprised when the order came through to invade. That was after the overflow 
of the Yugoslavia, that was directed arainst it up to this time, the concen- 
tration had always been ¢ l towards the south of Yugoslavia, and had not 


been allowed after it became an excess, or overflow, and that the troops be 


allowed to pass through theip country in sealed train cars, and this arder 
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then eame vory Suddonly, and then that evory plan had to be sompletely and 
Suddenly changeds About £2ftcen Yugoslavian Divisione were geportod to me to 
have concentrated to whieh I gould only oppose very inferior troops, Therefore, 
Tl mst say that an invasion of Yugoslavia, as well as that of Greece, was 
Gistinguished by being a mtlitary active defensive action, and not an ecscressive 
action as sct forth in the indictments It was purely a defensive action acainst 
a military threat. 

Q The prosecution maintains that the war in Yugoslavia and Grecea was 
waged as a merciless ware Did you reeeive my orders to this effect, op reeciva 
any order yourself to this effect? 

s Noe Noy I cid not recetve such orders, and I also did not issue stich 
orders, It would have been a complete e@ontradietion tc my christian end to my 
ethical attitude to ask the tro ops to carry on such warfare, The sincere 


sympathies that I held towards the Greek people would also have meant another 


reason against this nethode The facts as such contradict the accusation, If 


I may say so in a few words, tha war in southern Macedonia was decided within 

a fow daySe Casualties on both sides were low, The individual Yucoslavie troops 
did not refuse to participate in the fight at all, These troops were Croatian 
tribes who sympathized with Germany, The relationship with the population was 
on a whole made up of Macedonians, anc also was of Thacian, and was on the whole 
naturale Three days after the beginning of hostilities Saloniki was t aken 
without my fightinge JIrmediately afterwards the British Army eapitulated, Tho 
commander in chief of this army was made after a few days governor of Thracia 
and Macedonia, On D April the Imperial Army capitulated in Greece with about 
250,000 mene I invited the commander in ehief to my quarters for breakfast 
without faving the Italian delegation prosent in order not to hurt his feelings 
as a military man, for he had been at the request of Hitler and wag immediately 
asked to sign a capitulation for a second time, The prisoners of war of the 
operation as of the Imperial Army were dismissed at my request Inmediately after 
the Armistice, The officers were allowed to take their arms along, and all of 
this took place at the time when we were still fighting with the British in Greece, 
In order not to have the operations make Italian prisoners of war, I drew up a 


security line here, At, the conclusion of the Armistice I issued an order of the 
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day to my troops, and in this order expressed my respect for the courage of the 
Greek troops, and also of the Metaxas line, and recormended iy soldicrs publicly 
to behave in a similar way. lany prisoncrs of war that hal Leon released were 


taken along by ovr soldiers to thcir native villazes and towns in military 


transport cars and truckse On 27 April Athens was entered without any 


fighting, and no destruction had taken place within the citys 
Q Did any destruction occur when Sdmiki was taken? 
No, in no waye 
ànd then there would be in a short while a war against Cresce? 
Yese 


Did you issue any orders whatsoever concerning the treatixeni 
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Grook population in Greece? 
A I repeatedly told my troops ond cormondors to treat the Greek 
population as carcfully as possible, ond to preserve the Greck population 
fron suffering tho cruolties ofimare 411 of us were pervaced by the thought 


of trying to reach a peaccful agreenent with the Greek populations 


Q 


v 


Can you give a fow exomplos concerning the relationship of the troops 
to Groeecce 

Dite KEMPNER: Do wo need all of these detailse 

Dile LLTERNSER: I Lelieve this questiion is important reiativ 
case where troops have been accused of waging ruthless wai, 
shown in the indictnonte 

Dile KEMPNERs If the witness con prove these allegations which 
written is onothing, but whethor he Imows of these things which he 

confines of tho indictnont is another thing. 
in which the troops wore nice to the population 

rolovancy thoroe 

Dite LITEANSER I shall refor horo now to special casos montioned 

indictment and the prosecutions 

Mie TAYLOR: The Vorunission is of the opinion that the witnoss in 
it to the whole as the cormander, and in a comtry inwhich it would bo 
certain defense . proper dofons: out of the organization as 2 whole 

a general affair, l I think you should proceed on that 

HE WITNESS: While I was in command until October 1941, this 
ship between the population and the troops was a good once I can 
evon say that a no a fricndly and amicable relationship oxisted, 
While I was thoro, and w I was commander, no scrious difficulties ar 
enywhoroe I should like to say thet I myself rode through the whole 


in open car without ever being me q I went on long 


the individual persons as well as showed and expressed their 


very friendly attitude towards mn It hap} 9d occasionally that in 211 


the countries that I had visited, every place where troop inspection, these 
n their turn in d me, and d mo i ave a glass of wine with 


thom, or asked me to ha & fish dinner with thon, 
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Q The document subnittod by tho prosceution, USR 358/369, a 
monorandwı issued by a Grook cxileg omrossod eWessos by Gorman troops, 
or of heaving carried on lottings, ond difforont things in their contry, and 
having thon carriod out through political activiticse Wheat ean you say bout 
this? 

A I consider it nysolf that no looting took pines to a groat oxtont 
at tho entry of troopse The riomorandun issued by the Greok exile covernnent 
said in itself that it refers to afew wooks that the Gormans had como thore 
were as liberators, and that their ontry hac boon in friendly rolationship 
with the population. Tho speed of tho ontry on the one hand contradicts 
gny lootingse. The groat heat wave, the poor condition of the roads, and 
the lack of transportation facilities mado this impossible. The soldier 
could only take along what ho nooded for battles Individual cases may have 
hepponed, of courso, as they occur with ony amy, ond in any thontre of ware 
“henever I learned of ony sugh things, I took sovere action against tho 
offondere I don't roncnber any cotails, of coursos Due I do romenbor that 
I had to pass on them in ono or the other martial courts of judgnont. However, 
Í remember one example concerning tho Polish campaign to prove how g civilian 
in theso incidents was punishod, Two soldicrs who had carriod out lotting, 
and who had triod to rape two Jowish worion were sentenced to donth, Tho 
disciplino in my army was maintained along the same severe lines at all 
thoatros of ware 

Q The Greek memorandum of the exile govornrient states furthor that the 
Gorman occupation caused starvation, and that the Gernan troops placed this 
fact of starvation to thoir sorviose Can you state anything about this? 


i while I was thoro, the lack of food became obvious in about Septonvere 


Lack of this food had not been caused by tho Gorman troops, but as the Greek 


exiled government itself admits this fact is due to stocks being very small, 
and the necessity that evon at tho most advantageous times Groem continue as 
an import country, The memorandum further adnits that tho Gerhon troops 

had knowledge of the condition that had already oxisted. Tho lack of 
transportation facilitios caused in goucral the lack of foods Groat Britain 
had bilwa the large railway viaduct into the air whan they retroatec, Fron 
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Thornopylac, therefore, connections with Athens wore interrupted for several 
months » Athens was greatly threatened by Driti sh 


subnarinose i tine every sec nd or third ship, md nunerous supply ships 


ne these were torpedoed. This also forced us to lower the troop supplied 


++ 


spite of this wo helped the Greek population 


stribution of food ond bread, anc that applies not only to 
our torritory, but also to the area administered by the Italians, and 
in order to prevent any h tor caloruitios I made soveral applications through 
official channels forlater supply of foods The 
plonipotentiary of the Roich through his official chanacls: 
no reason to cause ony starvation, and I do not know to what 
should have upheld orders that such a starvation te 
and practical reasons we wonto to avoid eny such evolvernent 


any famine croates or 


ould you say thon 


experience the fan 

to the nilitary\hospital. 
»riofly on the following points: 
Socialis, } 


nd thirdly, especially if you 


Aro 


excesses that gccurred November 19538? 
A Wy attitude in 1953 towar Hitler od the 


of opposition or rejection. D 2 f my upbringi 


I was an unpolitical nane I considered this attitude to 


p] 


tho Reich spher« is attitude of being unpolitical in orce 


unity of tho Reiche I perhaps nay be allowed to explain by giving two 


short exanplose In 1923 I was commandant of the 4ountaincer Battalion 


- We mans PN j: 5 3 TAEST. Sai 5 ° n 
in Kåompone T was ordored to proceed to Kacipen with my battalion in order 


See aa ed hs Te 7 s * i á a F; ea 
to put down the llitler Putsche Tho battalion obeyed, Although Hitler had on 


v 
n 


ta etna AS eke Zida x k d - P . . y ° 
his sido distinguished and respected porsonalitics, however, such as 
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Ludoniorf, and, tons of thousands of Gorma 


that timo, from the simplest 


they expectod that Hitloras a Pa: vould 


conditions prevailing at that timo, And 
whon I was appointed connonder 


after the Ulnor trinle 


old me that the oducation and 


non=politicale 


oačor to tho hi 


He wanted to prevont ony 


4 
\ 
v 
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1s sympathized with Hitler 


thest German official 


improve the unfortunate 


second example in 1925 
chcol in Drescen for a short 


1 democrat, 


spread of National Socialism into 


and thus causing its dostructione 


tsiy 


originally in the 


of oxces 


Chief of Arny Gro 


had oither 
home the 
uhat dic you 
I went to 


Stod sovercly against such incident 


ot the same 
aghinst omploying for such incidonts 
poisoning thoir minds, Grea 


E 


A short tine later I received quite 


On, 

to, and I can say from these 

human and legal thinking person, 
September 1942 you thon roti 


of Army Group is that correct? 


reasons for doing 


wore taken against the Jews 


diJ you hear 


when you were Gormander in 


ounds, 


by these methods 


concerning the Vionna incident. 


were Commander 


of opinion concerning military matters with 


Hitler had 


liountaineer Divisions personallye 
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This attack could have beoncarricd out but would finally have lec to an 

annihilation of these two divisons, Thorcforc, I exvressly contradicted it, 

and he refusod my request for a porsoml interview I then called up Jodl, 

and asked him to come to mce Jodl came up on irplane, and was also of 
my and reported to Hitler on the samc afternoon, 

, 


1o accused his gonerals 


enrgged about this resistaxce that E 
with the front gonorals agaipst his porsone After that tine he no longor 
attended tho neals that we had takon in cormion, and after that time he did 
not shake his gencrals! hands any 
to Jodl for several months except 
d that Hitler could not 
1 4 


if-he had to givo in as ho did 


porsonal insult in tho opposing 


i g his person, 
Now just one short questions h tid you live aftor 
retironont? 
In the town in Partenkirchene 
Have you anycestato thoro‘ 


) 
4 


Noe I havo 


À ` : be ES awanorty 4 
only a fanily houso thoree No Loup it the property in 
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and built a house with the inheritance and fortune of iy wife. 
Q Did ycu receive any donations? 
Noe 
DR. LATERNSER: I have no fether questions to ask, although there 
should have been some I shculc have liked to ask, b dil not do so on account 


of the shortenin; of tine. 


im. TYLOR: Vory well. 


SXALTMTION 


mn 
wad ii LET 


5 


e you born in Partenkirchen? 
Re TAYLOR: Doctor, insofar as the afficavit you want 
port your examination, you can submit i 


July, if you care 


vere you born in Partenkirchen? 


country physician, and later on practisec in 
Muniche 
9 You were broutht up in Munich? 
Yes, in Munich, 
Q Your education was rather strict’ so far as relivious cthics are 
concerned? 
A Yose 
nd it is plain why you dic not like ti K that occurred in 
for example? 
I was horrified. 
It was terrible, wasn't it? 


I did net sce anythin, but what I heard was, yose Althourh T 


; in Vienna itwas not 1 as @lsewhere, 
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Ls for oxaimle where? 
I don't more 
You did not know that similar thinss had occurred previously 
Berlin 
don't remeribcr.e 


nicht say these incidents were not new as 


net heard .f any such incident in the x 


Fe 
dalle 


Yos; what I Loarne: 
nerals whe 
tevclopments of thosc 
ational Socialistic mecthols for a time without even undorst 


ete de WLUNOUL D 


had been broucht up with clocar, dic. not 


know of any of these moth 
inprisomacnte Particularly durin;; the yoa f 1933 to 1938 while I v 
hth Division in Dresden, 
later, General Gaulcitcr Bohruann, 


these thingse 


You knew thet Gauleiter Borhnann was in common words a 


dic not realize that quite so clearly at that tice 
But you knew cf what sort of character was his mind, is that correct? 
Xose 
Then otherwise you would not as a decont person 
that correct? 


- 


Yos, I must armit that. 


Yau can speak quite frankly horce You are not a cefendanb, but you 
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witness But will you toll no just ! as it possiblo for you as an 
>12 officer to ~o alone with Hitler for such thin’s, then. I vould like that 
information, the information so far as a human 
I£ I answor your question, I nust say that one has t 
an ontirely Ciffercnt point ef view from t 


he possibility of a Va such ne has Wy atters 


have been nuch simpler. UMorcover, Hitler hac come to power quite le:all; 


throuch Hincenburr, an wo wore: moreover bound by our oath of allerianccy, and 


one must roncnber that ninety percent of the population hac expresse: by their 
vote for Hitler, and that wo belicvec that he was born sc anc so, he carried 
alon“ all the will of the nation, and we should ct is wi ni cven 
that ib really at thet tino did not onter our minds that one shculc just leave 
one's poste That wasnct a thine to d Je believec that wes ci 
as our ccuntry an 
in retrospect. 
thins now, 
relieve that some day the system that was bul yy on a moral 
clean and competent civil service basis, anc. a military basis would a 
wrovaile 


verythine has to 


su nesotiated with 
ronerals at one time in case any acti 
these Jcfensive preparations? 
only a scope of the ord hat received 
> 


varia and Runaniae 


had to be 


You participated in theso nerrotiatinns, cidcn't you? 
Lose 

ind Hitler, 400? 

Noy Hitler note 


Ficld Marshal Gocring? 
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No, it nust be quite a difforent discussions 
You were afterwards infornec? 
No, not of this meetinc. 
How was your cooperation with the SD? 
I did not cooperate 
ûre you quite sure? 
I don't remertser. 
nave a letter written hero to Bohrnann, 
That is quite inpos 


ie 


tT written by you. Mention is made in 1 that fact that 
you cooperated with the SD down in Saloniki? 
have tried with: the last 
to think concerning the SD, and incidents} but I am not successful. 


1 


and what i plied lly only was realized hero durine my imprisoment, as 


any further ado 
ple in Saloniki worked with the 
f the officers cf y 


Not that know ofe 


But you tock ove e responsibility for cverythine that occurred 


Of course, but I can not take over the responsibility 
which I hever heard anythine. No report made to ne of anythin: 
happened tierce 
Q Sevoral art troasur land such thines, 
fot that I know of, 
Didn't you assume the responsibility for thin-s that occurred 
Sector fenerally, or are you letting the Simple man down here. 
Noy I am not letting him dome A possibility existed that so many 
people were crmloyed here without the knowledge of the cperational 
in chief, but it is quite possible there are things that were outside the scope 
of ny lnovwled-e. 
I even heard that no one wants to have to dominate thins, 
I do not wont to excuse mysclf, or to brine up any other excuscos, but 
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I never heard anything of romoval of treasures, not even the Greek 
Govermient with which I associated very often, and the Governor never 
mentioned such a thing to nee 

Q ihat is your attitude concerning the burning down of whole villares, 
and the extermination of civilian population, or of the male population cf 
fro sixteen to sixty. 

I an opposed to this under ‘11 circumstances. This was not 

orcercd by me, and I don't believe occurred curing the time I was there. 

Q The date is October 191. 


I was already cown with acute appendicitis within the first few days 
of October 19)1. This incident occurred three weeks after I was operated on, 
and I was no longer in cormandat that 
you still active at 
in the military ho 
During what tine and what date were you in the hospital? 
Fron the 6th or 8th of er to the 2nd of Decenbere 
your deputy 
Kunzce 
ind a fter your appendicitis operation 


J 


as I remember such, I went to the hospital on 6th of 8th 
Octobor, and after I was dismissed frei ti ospital I returned hone 
immediately afterwards, and dic not do any duty until the 7th of July 1942. 


Q But you learned later, Cidn't you, without my wanting to accuse you 


here of anything, of this burnings dovm of the Greek villages 
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No, I did not learn of ite We heard of these burning down of 
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villages inthe prisomers's camp at Allendorf. 

The following villages were burned down. 411 of this took place 
at the end of October, and was the change such a big one, after you had 
left anc. were operated on for appendicitis? 

h It must have been changed when I left, because I testified pree 
vicusly tha curing my tire the relaticnship was nct purely a peaceful 
One e 

Was General Kunze so particularly hard in this respect, so differ- 

you? 

I don't belicve soe I don't know him as beins such a particmlar 
herd hearted mane The cause must have led to the conditions. Maybe orders 
issued from supericr quarterse 
w Would you ever had earried cut such actions asainst the male 
population where 67 people were shot, and women and children were cvaeuated 

I would not have ordered them on any occasion, and would net have 
approved of ite 

You would rather have retired than have 2 hand in such affairs? 

I can not say today what I would have done in this specific case, 
but I would have tried to avoid that any such incidents occurred. I 
never would have led myself to be used to approve of any such actione 

You wouk! have rejected criminal : 

In every casce 

You are a member of the Goncral Staff, are you? 

Yes, an cld member of the Gencral Staff. 

And were raised. in the traditions of Schlieffen and Motlkc? 


Yese 


4 So a person of that kind opposes such order, and shoulders his 


manly pride as a kine? 
A Yese 
4nd he who excuses criminal orders is no better than one who 
uses them, is that correct? 
L It is very difficult to judge that in a general way now, and 
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one woule have to consider the condition that prevailed, I, in person, 
would not have carried out any criminal orders. Of course, I was never in 
a position to have it so, butI woul reject it in any casce 

G When did you retire definitely? 

On 10 September 191:2. 

Is it correct if I say thatit was not only ap encicitis operation 
that induced fou to de so? 

A Yes, I just want:to say, if anything, from 191 to 1942 I was at 
home because of ill hcalth, ancI left in 19:2 because of a very severe 
difference of opinion with Hitler e 

Q I want to come to this point nowe Was it one of the differences 
of opinion that caused you to retire; this difference of opinion that first 
came out in that talk during a conversation, in which you told friends 
that you were sick of the whole affair? 

I was very glad to leave; the cause was this differcnec of 
opinione 
That was the ime diatccnuse? 
Not only the immediate cause, it was theparticular cause. The 
other, of course, hacplayed a hands 
dnd what were the reasons that playcd a hane? Will you 
quite openly here, now? 
A Yes. I can not say anything different except what I } 
saic, the cifferences of where we were of a cifference of opinion in a 
militery nature, in a subconscious Ways 


Yes, thatis what I know Of e 


À Of subconsciously, where thepart played may have been played cs- 


pecially by the eantrad;otion that became more and more imminent concerning 
the methods that ‘were usede 
Your decent conscience told you gradually and subeonsciously that 
you were here dealing with crivinals, is that true? 
å I may have arranged my thoughts at that time in a form that I 
consicered then criminals, because I did not realize the mass of happenings 


that I knew of today. I was relatively in seclusion, and ; eople 
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tell me much of outside events and affairs 


Q If you don't want to say criminal, let's say something rotten 
in the "State of Denmark" and maybe that occurred in ite 


there were many things that should have been and could have been 


handled differently. 
DR. KEMPNER: That is alle 
MRe TAYLOR: Do you have some guestions? 
DRe LATERNSER: Yese 


Re LAT] ERNSER: 
I 


You should look at the document submitted to the witness, and 


should like to ask two very bricf questions You were questioned by the 


prosecutor, Dre Kempner, concerning the questions One 


thing to be quite clear on, say that you assumed responsibil- 


ity for those things that were carried o at your orders? 


Naturally. 


Lo you also want to assume the responsibility for 


cut contrary to your orders? 
No, for I would have to impose the legal or penal measureSe 


Now one question concerning your retirement. When you retired 


in 192, did you do so at yow application? 
upon apphicatione Hitler was sc enraged about 
Keitel came to me by airplone, anc informed me 
ested urgently that I lay cown my command over my army 


of this, and sug 


group, whereupon I answered, "tes, everything has been prepared 


noon I shall lay down my own command." 


m F = > å n ry 
Then you did not retire against the will of Hitler? 


DR. LATERNSER: No further questions. 


MR. TAYLOR: The witness is excused, adjournment until ten 
3 


MN o i 


o'clock in the morminge 


(The Commission 2djovrned until 5 July 1946 at 1000 hours 
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